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(a) A cruise ship must have a conces-
sion contract to operate in Glacier 
Bay. 

(b) A tour vessel, charter vessel, and 
passenger ferry must have a commer-
cial authorization to operate in Glacier 
Bay. 

(c) The operator of a cruise ship, tour 
vessel, charter vessel, and passenger 
ferry must notify the Bartlett Cove 
Ranger Station of the vessel’s entry 
into Glacier Bay within 48 hours in ad-
vance of entering Glacier Bay or imme-
diately upon entry. 

(d) Cruise ships and tour vessels are 
prohibited from operating in the 
Beardslee Entrance and at the entrance 
to Adams Inlet, as defined as waters 
within the Wilderness boundaries in 
those respective areas. 

(e) Off-boat activity from a cruise 
ship, tour vessel, or charter vessel is 
prohibited, unless authorized by the su-
perintendent. 

(f) Off-boat activity from a passenger 
ferry is prohibited, except for pas-
senger access at the Bartlett Cove 
docks. 

(g) A passenger ferry must travel a 
direct course between the mouth of 
Glacier Bay and Bartlett Cove, except 
when the vessel is granted safe harbor 
by the Superintendent as stated in 
§ 13.1156(e). 

§ 13.1156 Exceptions from vessel per-
mit requirement. 

A vessel permit is not required in 
Glacier Bay when: 

(a) A motor vessel is engaged in offi-
cial, non-commercial business of the 
State or Federal Government; 

(b) A motor vessel is operating in 
Bartlett Cove waters east of a line ex-
tending from the long axis of the fuel 
dock to the wilderness boundary of 
Lester Island; 

(c) One motor vessel is launched from 
a motor vessel that has a permit and 
only while the authorized motor vessel 
remains at anchor or operated in ac-
cordance with a concession agreement 
from a permitted motor vessel while 
that vessel is not underway; 

(d) A commercial fishing vessel au-
thorized under this subpart is actually 
engaged in commercial fishing; or 

(e) A vessel is granted safe harbor by 
the superintendent. 

§ 13.1158 Prohibitions. 
(a) Operating a motor vessel in Gla-

cier Bay without a required permit is 
prohibited. 

(b) Violating a term or condition of a 
permit or an operating condition or re-
striction issued or imposed pursuant to 
this chapter is prohibited. 

(c) The superintendent may imme-
diately suspend or revoke a permit or 
deny a future permit request as a re-
sult of a violation of a provision of this 
chapter. 

§ 13.1160 Restrictions on vessel entry. 
The superintendent will allow vessel 

entry in accordance with the following 
table: 

Type of vessel Daily vessel 
quotas (DVQ) Period covered by DVQ Seasonal vessel 

quota (SVQ) Period covered by SVQ 

Cruise ship .................. 2 Year-round ............................ Up to 184 ...................... June 1–August 31. 
Up to 122 ...................... May and September. 

Tour vessel ................. 3 Year-round ............................ N/A ................................ N/A. 
Charter vessel ............ 6 Jun 1–Aug 31 ....................... N/A ................................ N/A. 
Private vessel ............. 25 Jun 1–Aug 31 ....................... N/A ................................ N/A. 
Passenger ferry .......... 1 Year-round ............................ N/A ................................ N/A. 

NOTE: Cruise ships and tour vessels are 
limited to the daily vessel quota year-round. 
Charter and private vessels are not subject 
to quotas from September through May. 

(a) The Director will reduce the ves-
sel quota levels for any or all cat-
egories of vessels in this subpart as re-
quired to protect the values and pur-
poses of Glacier Bay National Park and 
Preserve. The director will make these 

reductions based on the controlling bi-
ological opinion issued by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion Fisheries Service under section 7 
of the Endangered Species Act, applica-
ble authority, and any other relevant 
information. 

(b) The superintendent will annually 
determine the cruise ship quota. This 
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determination will be based upon appli-
cable authorities, appropriate public 
comment and available scientific and 
other information. The number will be 
subject to the maximum daily vessel 
quota of two vessels. 

(c) From June 1 through August 31, 
the superintendent will designate one 
private vessel permit from the daily 
quota of 25 as a transit permit. This 
transit permit may be used only to di-
rectly exit Glacier Bay from Bartlett 
Cove and return directly to Bartlett 
Cove. The superintendent may estab-
lish application procedures and oper-
ating conditions. Violating operating 
conditions is prohibited. This para-
graph will cease to have effect on No-
vember 30, 2011. 

(d) Nothing in this section will be 
construed to prevent the super-
intendent from taking any action at 
any time to protect the values and pur-
poses of Glacier Bay National Park and 
Preserve. 

VESSEL OPERATING RESTRICTIONS 

§ 13.1170 What are the rules for oper-
ating vessels? 

(a) Operating a vessel within 1⁄4 nau-
tical mile of a whale is prohibited, ex-
cept for a commercial fishing vessel 
authorized under this subpart that is 
actively trolling, setting, or pulling 
long lines, or setting or pulling crab 
pots. 

(b) The operator of a vessel inadvert-
ently positioned within 1⁄4 nautical 
mile of a whale must immediately slow 
the vessel to ten knots or less, without 
shifting into reverse unless impact is 
likely. The operator must direct or 
maintain the vessel on as steady a 
course as possible away from the whale 
until at least 1⁄4 nautical mile of sepa-
ration is established. Failure to take 
such action is prohibited. 

(c) The operator of a vessel or sea-
plane positioned within 1⁄2 nautical 
mile of a whale is prohibited from al-
tering course or speed in a manner that 
results in decreasing the distance be-
tween the whale and the vessel or sea-
plane. 

§ 13.1172 When general operating re-
strictions do not apply. 

Section 13.1170 does not apply to a 
vessel being used in connection with 
federally permitted whale research or 
monitoring; other closures and restric-
tions in ‘‘Vessel Operating Restric-
tions,’’ §§ 13.1170 through 13.1180, do not 
apply to authorized persons conducting 
emergency or law enforcement oper-
ations, research or resource manage-
ment, park administration/supply, or 
other necessary patrols. 

§ 13.1174 Whale water restrictions. 
(a) May 15 through September 30, the 

following waters are designated as 
whale waters. 

(1) Waters north of a line drawn from 
Point Carolus to Point Gustavus; and 
south of a line drawn from the north-
ernmost point of Lars Island across the 
northernmost point of Strawberry Is-
land to the point where it intersects 
the line that defines the Beardslee Is-
land group, as described in 
§ 13.1180(a)(4), and following that line 
south and west to the Bartlett Cove 
shore (so as to include the Beardslee 
Entrance and Bartlett Cove); and 

(2) Other waters designated by the 
superintendent as temporary whale wa-
ters. 

(b) The public will be notified of 
other waters designated as temporary 
whale waters in accordance with § 1.7 of 
this chapter. 

(c) Violation of a whale water restric-
tion is prohibited. The following re-
strictions apply in whale waters unless 
otherwise provided by the super-
intendent in the designation: 

(1) Operating a motor vessel less than 
one nautical mile from shore (where 
the width of the water permits), or in 
narrower areas navigating outside of 
mid-channel is prohibited. This restric-
tion does not apply to motor vessels 
less than 18 feet in length, or vessels 
actively engaged in fishing activities 
or operating solely under sail. 

(2) Unless other restrictions apply, 
operators may perpendicularly ap-
proach or land on shore (i.e., by the 
most direct line to shore) through des-
ignated whale waters, but they may 
not transit along the shore. 

(3) Operators must follow motor ves-
sel speed limits in § 13.1176(a). 
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